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Let not him that putteth on his Harneſs, boaſt himſelf as 


1 4 And ſold by him at his Houſe in Caſtle. Green; at the 


bes. 2M 
7, Nr 


+» N Baan Church-Yard, and at the Foundry near Moorfields: 
=== And in Exeter by B. Thorne, and E. Score. [Pr. 4d. ] 
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Rev. Mr. Church's Ru MARRS. 


REVEREND SIR, 


Y firſt Deſire (and Prayer to Gob) is, That 
M I may hve We with all Men. My 
Next, That if I mult diſpute at all, it may 
be with a Man of Underſtanding. Thus far therefore 
{ rejoice on the Preſent Occaſion. I rejoice alſo in 
that I have Confidence of your Sincerity, of your real 
Deſire, to promote the Glory of Gop, by Peace and 
Goodwill among Men. I am likewiſe thankful to 
Gob, for your Calm Manner of writing; (a few Para- 
graphs excepted:) And yet more for this, That /ach an 
Opponent, ſhou'd by writing in ch a Manner, give 
me an Opportunity of explaining myſelf on thoſe very 
Heads, whereon I wanted an Occaſion ſo to do. 

2. I do not want indeed (tho' perhaps you think I 
do) to widen the Breach between us, or to repreſent 
the Difference of the Doctrines we ſeverally teach, as 
greater than it really is. So far from it, that I earneſtly 
wiſh, there were none at all; or if there muſt be ſome, 
that it may be as ſmall as poſſible: Being fully perſuad- 
ed, that could we once agree in Doctrines, other Dif- 
ferences would ſoon fall to the Ground, 

3. In order to contribute, as I am able, to this, it 
will be my Endeavour, to acknowledge what I think 
you have ſpoken right, and to anſwer what I 32 

thin 
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think right as yet, with what Brevity and Clearneſs I 
can. I deſire to do this, in as inoffenſive a Manner, as 
the Nature of the Thing will bear; and conſiſtently 
with that Brotherly Love, which J can't deny you, 
without wronging my own Soul. 

4. You ſum up your Charge thus: You have now, 
Sir, my Sentiments It is impoſſ ble for you to put an 
entire Stop, to the Enormities of the Moravians, while you 
fill, I. Too much commend theſe Men, II. Hold Principles 
in common with them, from evhich th eſe Enormities natu- 
rally folleau, aud III. Maintain Other Errors more than 
theirs, and are guilty of Enthufiaſm to the higheſt De- 


Free. * 


I. 1. You, frit, charge me with 2% much commend- 
ig the Moravians. That the Caſe may be fully under- 
ſtood, I will tranicribe the Paſſages which you cite 
from the Journal concerning them, and then give a 
General Anſwer. 

* She told me, Mr. NMolthern had adviſed her, till ſhe 
received Faith, to be $71/h, cenjing from Outward Works 
—— [In the Evening, Mr. Bray alſo was highly com- 
mending the being Still —— He likewiſe ſpoke largely, 
of the Great Danger that attended the doing of Out- 
ward Works, and of the Folly of People that Keep run- 
ning about to Church and Sacrament.” ® 

Sund. Nov. 4. Our Society met, and continued 
fiſent till Eight.“ © 

** Sund. Fune 22. I ſpoke thus: Eight or 9 Months 
ago certain Men arofe, who affirm'd, That there is no 
fuch I hing as any Means of Grace and that we 
ought to leave off theſe Yorks of the Lago. 4 

*« You (Mr, Melther} believe, That the Way to 
attain Faith, is, Not to go to Church, Not to commu- 
nicate, Not to faſt, Not to uſe /o much Private Prayer, 
Not to read the Scripture ; not to do Temporal Good, 
or attempt to do Spiritual Good.” e 


a Remarks, p. 73, 74. Þ 4th Journal, p. 7. © 1b. 

. 42. © þ. 20. 

N. B. The Sentences quoted from the Remarks, are all 
printed in /a/ichs, 
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* You undervalue Good Hks, eſpecially Works of 
Outward Mercy, never publickly inſiſting on the Ne- 
ceſſity of them. f 

* Some of our Brethren aſſerted, 1. That till they 
had True Faith, they ought to be 27/7, that is (as they 
explain'd themſelves) Jo abſtain from the Acans of 
ett as they are called, the Lo xp's Supper in parti- 
cular, 2. That the Ordinances are not Means of Grace, 
there being no other Means than CMR ISI. 

6&7 £08 ald not agree, either that none has any! Faith, 
ſo long as he is liable to any Doubt or Fear, or that 
till we have it, we ought to abſtain from the Ordinances 
of Goo.” * 

«© Nr; aks ſo llightingly of the Means of 
Grace, 1 many are much griev'd to hear him. Bur 
others are greatly delighted with him. Ten or fourteen 
of them meet at our Brother Clark's, with Mr. Molther, 
and make a meer Jeſt of going to Church or to the 
Sacrament. * 

« You (Mr. AM/ther) believe, It is impoſhble for a 
Man to / theſe Means, without tru/7ing in them. * 

« Believers (ſaid Mr. Simplon, are not ſubject to 
Ordinances, and Unbelievers have nothing to do with 
them.“! 

“ Believers nec not, and Unbelievers may nat ule 
them. Theſe a net fin when they ab/tair from them ; 
but thoſe % fin, when they do not abſtain.““ n 

* For one who is not born of Gon, to read the 
Scriptures, or to pray, or to communicate, or to do any 
Outward Work is Deadly Pzi/on If he does any of 
theſe Things, he defroys himfelf."* n 

Mr. Bell earneſtly defended this. 

At Eight the Society (at Num met; I cou'd 
not but obſerve That not one who came in, uſed any 
Prayer at all. J look'd for one of our Hymn-books, 
but both that and the Bible were vaniſh'd away, and 
in the Room thereof lay, the Moravian Hymns and 
the Count's Sermons.” ? 

One of our Exgliqhb Brethren join'd with you, ſaid 
in his Publick Expounding, „ As many go to Hell by 


„ s. 8.50, p17 8.20. 
„ -* £43; -.* [2 49. . v8. 
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1 
praying, as by thiewing.“ Another, I knew one, who 
leaning over the Back of a Chair, received a great Gift, 
But he muſt kneel down, to give Gor Thanks. So 
he loſt it immediately. And I know not whether he 
will ever have 1t again. And yet another, You have 
Joſt your firſt Joy. Therefore you pray. That is the 
Devil. You read the Bible. "That is the Devil. You 
communicate. That is the Devil.”” P 

They afhrm'd, That there is zo Commandment in 
FO New l eſtament, but to belirwe; that no other Duty 
lies upon us; and, That when a Man does believe, he 
is not bound or oblized, to do any thing which 1s com- 
manded there.” 9 

% Mr. St— told me, No one has ary Degree of 
Faith, till he is perfect as Gop is perfect.“ * 

oy You believe, there are zo Degrees in Faith.” 

I have heard Mr. 1Mz/ther affirm, That there is no 
Juſtifying Faith, where there is ever any Doubt.“ 

* The Moment a Man is juſtified, he is ſanctiſied 
wholly. Thenceforth, till Death, he is neither more 
nor leſs Holy.“ ® 

* We are to grow in Grace, but not in Holineſs.” 

2, J have frequently obſerv d, That I wholly diſap- 
prove, of all theſe Poſitions, ** T hat there are zo De- 
grees in Faith; © That in order to attain Faith, we 
muſt 4 ain from all che Crdinances of Gon ; That a 
Believer does not grow in Holineſs, and“ That he is 
not obliged to keep the Commandments of Gopy.”” 
But I muſt alſo obſerve, 1. That you ought not to 
charge the Moravian Church with the Firſt of theſe; 
ſince in the very Page from which you quote thoſe 
Words, There is no Juſtifying Faith where there is 
ever any Doubt'* that Note occurs, In the Preface 
to the 24 Journal, the Morawian Church is cleared 
from this Miſtake. 2. That with reſpect to the Or- 
dinances of Gop, their Practice 1s better than their 
Principle. They do uſe them themſelves, I am a Wit- 


——_— 
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neſs; and that with Reverence and Godly Fear. I hoſe 
Expreſſions however, of our own Countrymen, are ut- 
terly indefenſible: As, I think are Mr. 1Mz/:he;”; allo ; 
who was quickly after recall'd into Germany. The 
great Fault of the Moravian Church feems to lie in 
not openly diſclaiming all he had faid: Which in all Pro- 
bability they would have done, had they not leau'd to the 
ſame Opinion. I mult 3. obſerve, That I never knew 
one of the Moravien Church, but that Single Perſon 
affirm, That a Believer does not grow in Holineſs.” 
And perhaps He would not affirm it, on Reflection. 
But I am ſtill afraid their whole Church is tainted with 
Quietiſin, Univerſal Salvation, and Antinomaniſm : © 1 
ſpeak (as I ſaid elſewhere) of Autinomiam Opinions, ab. 
tracted from Practice, Good or Bad.“ 

3. But 1 ſhould rejoice if there lay no other Objecti- 
on againit them, than that of Erroneous Opinions. I 
know in ſome meaſure, how to have Compaſſion on the 
Ignorant: I know the Incredible Force of Prepoſſeſſi 
on. And Gor only knows, what Igno ance or Erro: 
(all things conſider'd) is Invincible; and what Allow 
ance his Mercy will make in ſuch Caſes, to thoſe who 
deſire to be led into all Truth. But how far what fol- 
lows may be imputed to Invincible JOEY. or Pre- 
poſſeſſion, I cannot tell. 

Many of ** you greatly, yea above meaſure, exal: 
yourſelves (as a Church) and deſpiſe others: 

© I have ſcarce heard one Moravian Brother ow. 
his Church to be wrong in any thing 

* Many of you I have heard ſpealt of it, 2 if it 
were Infallible: © Some of you have ſet it up, 
the Judge of all the Earth, of all Perſons a+ well u. 


' Doctrines : 


Some of you have ſaid, that there is no 2 te 
Church but yours; yea, that there are no rue (Auibiax. 
out of 1t: 

And your own Members you require to HAVE Lin- 
plicit Fa ith in her Decitions, and to pay /mp/rcet Obedi- 
ence to her Directions.“ 


— 
— 


* 4th Journal, p. 107, 108. 6 
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can in no degree juſtify theſe Things. And yet nei: 
ther can I look upon them in the ſame Light that you 
do, as“ /ome of the very worſt things which are objected 
to the Church cf Rome. 'They are exceeding great Mii- 
takes: Yet in as great Miſtakes, have Holy Men both 
lived and died: Thomas d Kempis, for inſtance, and 
Francis Sales, And yet J doubt not, they are now in 
r Boſom. 

. am more concern'd ſor their ©* * Deſpiſing and 
Cecrying Self-denial:** for their “ d extending Chrit- 
tian Liberty beyond all Warrant of Holy Writ ;** for 
their “e Want of Zeal for Good Works; and above 
all for their ſuppoſing, that 4 we may, on ſome Ac- 
counts uſe Guile: *'* In conſequence of which they 
do “e uſe Guile or Diſſimulation in many Caſes.” 
„f Nay, in many of them J have found”” (not in all, 
nor in moſt) much Subtlety, much Evaſion and Diſ- 
guiſe ; fo becoming all things to all Men, as to take the 
Colour and Shape of any that were near them.”” 

J can neither defend nor excuſe thofe among the 
Noramians, whom I have found guilty of this. But 
neither can I condemn All for the Sake of Some. Every 
Man fhall give an Account of himſelf to Gop. 

But you fay, ? Your proteſting againſt ſome of their O- 
finious, is not ſufficient to diſcharge you Have you not 
prepared the Way for theſe Moravians, by counte- 
nancing and commending them: And by fill ſpeaking of 
them as if they were in the main the beſ? Chriſtians in the 
World, and only deluded or miſtaken in a fexv Points? 

cannot ſpeak of them otherwiſe than I think. And 
J ſtill think 1. That Gop has ſome Thouſands in our 
own Church, who have the Faith and Love which 1s 
among Them, without thoſe Errors either of Judgment 
or Practice; That next to theſe, he Body of the Mo- 
rawian FEY however miſtaken ſome of them are, are 


in the main, of all whom J have ſeen, the be/t Chriſtians 
in the World. 


-:* Remarks, 5. 7. Journal, p. 80. p. 80. 
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5. Becauſe I am continually charged with Incon- 
ſiſtency herein, even by the Morawians themſelves, it 
may be ** needful to give a ſhort Account, of what 
has occur'd between us from the Beginning.“ 

« * My Firlt Acquaintance with the Moravian Bre- 
thren began in my Voyage to Georgia. Being then 
with many of them in the ſame Ship, I narrowly ob- 
ſerv'd their whole Behaviour. And I greatly approv'd 
of all I ſaw,” (The Particulars are related in the Firſt 
Journal.) 

From Feb. 14. 1735. to Decem. 2. 1737, being 
with them, (except when I went to Frederica or Cars- 
lina) twice or thrice every Day, I loved and eſteemed 
them more and more. Yet a few Things I could not 
approve of. Theſe J mention'd to them from Time to 
Time, and then commended the Cauſe to Gop.”” 

„In February following 1 met with Peter Babler. 
My Heart clave to him as ſoon as he ſpoke. And the 
more we convers'd, ſo much the more did I eſteem, 
both Him and the Moravian Church. So that I had 
no Reſt in my Spirit, till I executed the Deſign, which 
I had formed long before; till after a ſhort Stay in Hol- 
land, | haſten'd forward, firſt to Marienbourn, and then 
to Hernhuth.”” 

It may be obſerv'd, That I had before ſeen @ fery 
Things in the Moravians which I could not approve of. 
In this Journey I faw a few more, in the Midſt of 
many excellent Things: In conſequence whereof, 

In Septem. 1738, ſoon after my Return to England, 
I began the following Letter to the Moravian Church, 
But being fearful of truſting ny own Judgment, 1 de- 
termin'd, to wait yet a little longer, and ſo laid it by 
Unfiniſh'd.“' 


« My Dear Brethren, 


= Canxor but rejoice in your Stedſaſt Faith, in 

I your Love to our Bleſſed Redeemer, your Dead- 
neſs to the World, your Meekneſs, Temperance, Cha- 
flity, and Love of one another. I greatly approve of 


* Theſe are the Wards of the 4th Journal, p. 109, &c. 
your 
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your Conferences and 1 Bands, of your Methods of the 
inſtructing Children; and in general, of your great De 
Care of the Souls committed to your Charge. ſure 

*© But of ſome other Things I ſtand in Doubt, which car 
I will mention in Love and Meekneſs. And I with Cr 
that, in order to remove thoſe Doubts, you wou'd, on he 
| each of thoſe Heads, firſt, plainly anſwer, Whether the for 
1 Fact be as I ſuppoſe; and if ſo, ſecondly, Conſider, «v4: 


( Whether it be Right ? not 

| « Is not the Count All in All among you ? and 
| Do you not magnify your own Church too much? but 

| Do you not uſe Guile and Diflimulation in many ] 
| Caſes ? is 
| Are you not of a Cloſe, Dark, Reſerv'd Temper trar 
| and Behaviour ? o 
| Me? 


|| « It may eaſily be {cen, That my Objections then ev, 
| were nearly the ſame as now.“ (Only with this Dif: Acc 
F ference; I was not then aſſured, That the Facts were pe. 
f as I ſuppoſed.) © Yet I cannot ſay my Affection was i- 
| leſſen'd at all, (for I did not dare to determine any 77 
| thing.) But from New. 1. J could not but fee more and Si 
| more Things which I could not reconcile with the ew 


Goſpel.” D. 
„ 'Theſc I have {et down with all Simplicity — Yet th 
N do I this, becauſe I love them not? Gop knoweth: ar, 
Yea, and in part, I eſteem them ſtill: Becauſe I verily 4 
believe. they have a ſincere Deſire to ſerve Gop ; be- ſet 
cauſe many of them have taſted of his Love, and ſome be 

retain it in Simplicity; becaule they love one another; 
| becauſe they have . much of the Truth of the Goſpel, th 
| and /o far abftain from Outward Sin. And laſtly, be- * 
| cauſe their Diſcipline is, i moſt Reſpects, ſo truly ex he 
| cellent : (Notwithſtanding that viſible Blemiſh, The — 
4 paying tos much Regard, to their Great Patron and Be- of 
1 nefactor, Count Zingendos f.) ar 
| 6. I believe if you coolly conſider this Account, you - 74 
. will not find, either that it is inconſiſtent with itfelf; ar 
or that it lays you under any Neceſſity, of ſpeaking in * 


+ The Band Society i London began May 1, ome time 
before 1285 out for Germany. 
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the following Manner: * What Charms there may be in a 

Demure Look, and a Sour Behaviour, I know not. But 
ſure they muſt be in your Eye very extraordinary, as they 
can be ſufficient to cover ſuch a Multitude of Errors and 
Crimes, and keep up the ſame Regard and Afe#ion, for 
the Authors and Abettors of Aa I drubt your Regard 


for them vas not leſſen d, till they began to interfere with 


avhat you thought your Province — You wns influenced, 
ot by a Juſt Reſentment, to fee the Honour of Religion 
and Virtue, fo injuriouſly and ſcandalouſiy trampled upon, 
but by a Fear of loft ng your 0X01 Authority.“ 

I doubt, there is ſcarce One Line of all theſe, which 
is conſiſtent either with Truth or Love. But I will 
tranſcribe a few more, before I anſwer. How cou d 
you /o long and ſo intimately converſe with, ſa much com- 
mend, and give ſuch Countenance to, fuch deſperately 

avicked People, as the Moravians, according to your own 
Account, were known by you to 1 you till 
ſpeak of them, as if they wwere in the Main, the beſt Chri- 

ians in the World — In one Place you ſay, A feau 
Things I could not opprove of.” But, in Govp's Name, 
Sir, is the Contempt of almoſt the Whole of our Duty, of 
every Chriſtian Ordinance, to be ſo gently touch'd? Can 
Deteſtation in ſuch a Caſe, be too ſtr ongly expreſt ? Either 
they are ſome of the wvilet Wretches in the World, or You 
are the falſeſt Accuſer in the World. Chriſtian Charity 
has ſcarce an Alloavance to make for them as you hewve de- 
ſcribed them. If you have dont this truly, they ongbt to 
be diſcouraged, by All Means that can be imagined. 

7. Let us now. weigh theſe Afﬀlertions. They (i. e. 
the Charms of their Sour Behaviour) muſt be in your Eye 
very extraordinary — Do not you ſtumble at the Threſ- 
hold? The Morawians excell, in $ zweetne/s of Behaviour 
—— as they con be ſufficient to cover, ſuch a Multitude 
of Errors and Crimes — Such a Multitude of Errors 
and Crimes! I believe, as to Errors, they hold Unizer- 
fal Salvation, and are partly Antinomians (in Opinion) 
and partly Quietiſts. And for this Cauſe I cannot Join 
with them. But where is the Multitude of Errors? 


* Remar#s, p. 18, 19. 
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Whoſoever knows 2 or zoo more, let him pleaſe to 


mention them. 


Such a Multitude of Crimes too! That ſome of them 
have uſed Guile, and are of a cloſe, reſerv'd Behaviour, 
I know. And I excuſe them not. But to this Multi- 
tude of Crimes I am an utter Stranger, Let him prove 
this Charge upon them who caz. For me, I declare, 
cannot. 


To keep np the ſame Regard and Affection — Not ſo, 
I ſay, My Affection was wot /e/er'd, till after Septem- 


ber 1739, till Led Proof, of what I had fear'd be- 
fore. But I had not the fame Degree of Regard for 
them, when I ſaw the Dark as well as the Bright Side 
of their Character. IH rau, Regard for them was 
uot leu d,. till they began to interfere avith what you 
thought your Province. It this were only a Doubt, it 
were not much amiſs; but it preſently ſhoots up into an 
Aſfertion: Equally groundleſs; for my Regard for them 
le en d, even while I was in Georgia. But it increas'd 
again, after my Return from thence, eſpecially while I 
was at Hernbhuth. And it gradually nd again for 
ſome Years, as I faw more and more which I approv- 
ed not. How then does it appear, That J avas infiu- 
euce d herein, by a Fear of l:fing my oxen Authority? Not 
by a Ju Reſentment to fee the Honour of Religion and 
Virtue fo ſcandaloufly trampled upon Trampied upon! 
By whom? Not by the Moravians: I never ſaw any 
ſuch thing among them. 

But what do you mean by a Juſt Reſentment? J 
hope you do not mean, what is commonly call'd Zeal: 
A Flame which often /ets on fire the whole Courſe of 
Nature, and is itſelf ſet on fire of Hell! Rivers of 
Water run from my Eyes, becauſe Men keep not thy Law. 
This Reſentment on ſuch an Occafion I underſtand. 
From all other may Gop deliver me! 

3. You go on. How could you fo long and fo intimate- 
ly converſe with —— ſuch deſperately wicked Poople, as 
the Moravians, according to your own Account, were 
known by you to be? O Sir, what another Aſſertion is 
this? The Moravians, according to your own Account, 
were known by you to be deſperately wicked People, while 
deu intimately convers'd with them! Utterly falſe and in- 
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I never gave any ſuch Account. I convers'd 
intimately with them, both at Savannah and Hernhuth. 


But neither then nor at any other Time, did I 4z24v or 
think or ſay, they were deſperately wicked People. I 
think and ſay, nay, you blame me for ſaying, juſt the 


Reverſe, viz. That tho' I ſoon “ found among them 
a few 'I hings which I could not approve, yet I believe 
they are in the Main ſome of the beſt Chriſtians in the 
World. 

You ſurprize me yet more in going on thus: 7x 
Gop's Name, Sir, is the Contempt of almoſt the Whole of 
our Duty, of every Chriſtian Ordinance, to be ſo very 
This Charge 


der. Some of our Countrymen ſpoke very wicked 
Things. The Morawians did not ſufficiently diſavow 
them. 'Theie are the Premiſſes. By what Art can you 
extort ſo dreadful a Concluſion from them? 

Can Deteſtation, in ſuch a Caſe, be too ſtrongù expreft ? 
Indeed it can; even were the Caſe as you ſup. 
Either they are ſome of the vileſt Wretches in the 
World, or you are the fallcft Accuſer in the World 


Neither one, nor the other; tho' I prove what I al- 


ledge, yet they may bein the Main, Good Men —— 
Charity has ſcarce an Allowance to make for them, as you 
have deſcribed them —— 1 have deſcribed them, as of 
a Mixt Character, with much Evil among them, but 
more Good. Is it not a ſtrange kind of Charity, which 
cannot find an Allowance, to make in ſuch a Cafe ? -— 
If you have deſcribed them tr uly, they ought to be diſcou- 
raged by all Means that can be imagined By all 
Means! I hope not by Fire and Faggot: Tho” the 
Houſe of Mercy imagines theſe to be of All Means mot 
effectual. 

9. You proceed.“ How can vou juſtify the many good 
Things you ſay of the Motavians, vf ſtanding this 
Character? —— You ſay, they lade Gop. But haww can 
this be, when they even plead againſt keeeping moſt of his 
Commandments ?— You ſay, you believe, they have a fin- 
cere Defire to jerve Gop How then can they deſpiſe 
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his Service in ſo many Inflances ? You declare ſome 9) 
them much Holier than any People you had yet known. 
Strange ; if they fail in ſo many Prime Points of Chriſtian 
Duty, and this not only habitually and prefumptuouſly, but 


even to the denying their Uſe and Neceſſity. You praiſe 


them, for trampling under Foot the Luft of the Fleſh, th: 
Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life And yet you 
make them a cloſe, reſerv'd, inſincere, deceitful People, 
How you ill explain thoſe Things, I know not. 
By nakedly declaring each thing as it is. They are, ! 
believe, the molt ſelf-inconſiſtent People, now under 
the Sun: And I deſcribe them juſt as I find them, nei- 
ther better nor worle, but leaving the Good and 
Bad together. Upon this Ground I can very eaſily 
jultify, the ſaying many Good Things of them, as 
well as bad. For Inſtance. I am ſtill perſuaded, That 
they (many of them) /ove Gop : Altho' many others 
of them 1gnorantly plead againſt the keeping, not moſt, 
but /ome of his Commandments. I believe, they have a 
fincere Deſire to ſerve Gop. And yet, in ſeveral In- 


ſtances, ſome of them (I think) ii that Manner of 
ſerving him, which I know Gop hath ordained. I be- 


lieve /ome of them are much Holicr than any People I had 
known in Auguſt 1740. Yet ſure J am, that others a- 
mong them Fail, not indeed in the Prime Points of Chri- 
ſtian Duty (for theſe are Faith and the Love of Gob 
and Man) but in ſeveral Points of no ſmall Importance. 
Not that they herein fin pre/amptuouſly neither; for they 
are fully (tho* erroneouſly) per/avaded in their au, Mind; . 
From the ſame Perſuaſion they act, when they (in ſome 
Senſe) deny the UjJe or Neceſſity of thoſe Ordinances. 
How far that Perſuaſion will juſtify or excuſe them, I 
leave to Him who knoweth their Hearts. Laſtly, I 
believe they trample under Foot, in a good Degree, the 


Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of ; 


Life. And yet many of them »/e Reſerve, yea Guile. 
Therefore my Soul mourns for them in ſecret Places. 


10. But I muſt obſerve, you ſay, That * you fall 
not ouly into Inconſiſtencies, but into direct Contradlict ions. 


_—_ 
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— Leu commend them fun“ Irving one another, in a 
Manner the World knoxweth not of. And yet you charge 
them ewith being“ in the utmoſt Confuſion, biting and 
devouring one another. You #+ ay, * They caution us 
againſt Natural Love of one another —— © And had 
wwell-nigh deſtroyed Brotherly Love from _— us. 

Yau praiſe them, for 205 ing no Diverſions but ſuch as 
become Saints and not rega) ding Outæbard A- 
dorning. Yet you ſay They 25 conform to the World in 
evearing Gold and coſtly App. wel : And by joining in Warld- 
ly Diverſions, in order to do Get. 

25 call their Diſcipline, “ in moſt Reſpects, truly Ex- 
cellent. Tiſh you had more fully ex Mained yourſelf — 
J am ſure, it is no Sign of Good Diſcipline, to permit fuch 
Abominations. And you tell them yourſelf “ I can ſhe tu 
you ſuch a Subor -dination, as enſfrvers all Chriſtian Pur- 
poſes, and yet is as diſtant fram that among Tu, as the 
Heavens are from the Earth. 

You mention it as à good Effie? of their Diſcipline, 
TOO every one knows and keeps his proper Rant. 

Caan after, as if it avere with a Dſgu to confute your- 

[clf, you ſay, Onr Brethren have neither Wiſdom enough 
1 guide, nor Prudence enugh to let it alone. by 

And now, Sir —— how can you reconcile theſe Oppoſite 
Deſcriptions ? —— ſuſt as eaſily as thoſe before, by 
ſimply declaring the Thing as it is. Ju © * commend 
them (the Moravia; ) Aar Jo ving one anvitver. And yet 
charge them with biting ® and devanri ing one another. 
Them ! whom? Not the Moraviaens; but the Engliſb 
Brethren of Fetter/ane, before their Union with the 
Morawians. Here then is no Shadow of Contradic- 
tion, For the Two Sentences do not relate to the 
ſame Perſons. 

You ſay, © ©* They had awell-nigh de/firoy'd Brotherly 
Love from among us; partly by Cautions © againſt 
Natural Lowe.) It is a mel: ncholy Truth; fo they 
had. But we had then no Connexion with them. Nei— 
ther therefore does this contradict © their d one 
another, in a Manner the World knoweth not of. 


—  —— 
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. Yau Praise them for | uſrug 19 Diwverfions, but ach as 
recome Saints: And yet ſay, (1 recite the whole Sentence) 
*+ © { have heard fome of you affirm, that Chr tian Sal- 
vation implirs Liberty to conform to the World, by joining 
in Worldly Diverſions, in order to do Con. — And both 
theſe are true. The Morawvians, in general,“ uſe no 
Diverſions but ſuch as become Saints: And vet 1 
have heard ſome of them affirm (in Contradiction to 
their own Practice) That “ One then mention'd did 
well, when he join'd in playing at Terms, in order to do 
REA 


Jon praiſe them for not © © regarding Outward 


42 les: ' 80 I do, the Bulk of the Congregation — 
And yet you Jay (1 again recite the whole Sentence) 7 


* have heard ſome of you affirm, That Chriſtian Salvation 
implies Liberty to conform to the World, by putting on 
Gold and Ciftly Apparel. I have fo. And I blame 
them the more, becauſe they are condemn'd by the 
General Practice of their own Church. 

Nu call their Diſcipline * in moſ? Reſpedts truly excel 
lint.*"* I could with you had more fully xplain a y6: — 55 
—-——— I have, in the Second Journal, from the 44** 
to the 824 Page. It is no Sign of Good Diſcipline, 15 
permit ſuch Abominations (i. e. Error, in Opinion, and 
Guile, in Practice) True, tis not; nor is it any De- 
monſtration againſt it. For there may be Good Diſci- 
line even in a College of Fe/urts. Another Fault is, 
oo great a Deference to the Count. And yet, © in 
at Keſpects, their Diſcipline is truly Excellent.”” 

You mention it as a Good Effet of their Diſcipline „Thal 
* Þ every one kngwws and keeps his proper Rand. Soon 
ofter, as it were avith a Defion to confute Hou D 
fy, Our Brethren hade neither Wiſdom enough to guide, 
12r P; udence encugh to let it alone. Pardon me, Sir. 
have no Deſign either to confute or to contradict my - 
{elf in theſe Words. The former Sentence is ſpoken 
of the Moravian Brethren : The latter, of the EAR. 
brethren of Fetter-Lane. 
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12. You need not therefore I imagine, That either 
the flrong Pretences and warm Profeſſions of the Mora- 
vians, or their agreeing with me in Joe | favour ite Topichs 
(for my Love to them was antecedent to any ſuch 
Agreement) induce me to overlook their [:innity, and t9 
forgive their other Crimes, No. 1 love them upon 
quite Different Grounds: Even, becauſe 1 believe mot- 
withſtanding all their Faults) they /ove the LOD JESUS 
in Sincerity, and have a Meaſure of the Mind that avas 
in Him. And I im great Earn it auvhen I declare 
once more, That 1 have a dcep, abiding Conviction, 
by how many Degrees the Good which. is among 
them, over- ballances the Ii: That 1 cannot ipcar 
of them but with tender Aﬀection, were it ouiy for the 
Benefits I have received from them: And that at this 
Hour, I de/ire Union with them (were thoſe Stumbling- 
Blocks once put away, which have hitherto made that 
Deſire ineffectual) abowe all things under Heaven. 


IT. 1. Your Second Charge is, That I hold in com- 
mon <vith them, Principles from which their Errors natu* 
rally falloaau. You mean, Juſtification by Faith Alone. 
To ſet things in the cleareſt Light I can, I will, firlt, 
obſerve, What ] hold, and What You object, and then 
enquire, What the Conſequences have been ? 

Firſt, As to what I hold, my lateit 'Thoughts upon 
Juſtification, are expreſt in the n Words: 

jñuſtification ſometimes means our Acquittal at the 
Laſt Day. But this is out of the preſent Queſtion: That 
Juſtification whereof our Articles and Homilies ſpeak, 
meaning Preſent — Pardon, and Acceptance with God: 
Who therein declares his Righteouſ; ze/s and Mercy, by or 
for the Remiſſion of the Sins that are paſt. —— 

believe, the Condition of this is Faith: I mean 
not only, That without Faith we cannot be juſtited ; 
but alſo, that as ſoon as any onerhas True Faith, in 
that Moment he is juſtified, 
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* Good Forks follow this Faith, but cannot go before 
it, Much leſs can Sanctification, which implics a con- 
tinued Courſe of Good Works, ſpringing from Holineſs 
of Heart. But Entire Sanctification goes before our 
Juſtification at the Lait Day. 

It is allow'd, that Repentance and Fruits mect for 
Repertance, go before Faith. Repentarce abelutely mull 
go before Faith: Fruits meet for it, if there be Oppor- 
tunity, By Repentance I mean, Conviction of Sin, pro— 
ducing Real Deſires and ſincere Reſolutions of Amend- 
ment: And by Fruits meet for Rypentance, Forgiving 
our Brother, Ceaſing from Evil, Doing Good, uſing the 
Ordinances of Gop, and in general, Obeying him 
according to the Meaſure of Grace which we have re- 
ceiv'd. But theſe I cannot, as yet term Good Works; 
becauſe they do not ſpring from Faith and the Love of 
Gon.” 

2, © Faith in general is, A Divine, Supernatural 
2k, © Evidence or Conviction) of Things not ſeen 
not diſcoverable by our Bedily Senſes, as being either 
Pait, Future or Spiritual. Juttifyiag Faith implies, Not 
only a Divine EN. S, That Gob was in CHRIST, 
reconciling the NMonlil unto Himſelf, but a ſure Truſt and 
Confidence, That CuhRIsT died for u Sins, that he 
loved me and gave himſelf for nue. And the Moment 
a penitent Sinner thus belicves, GoD pardoms and ab- 
ſolves him.“ 

* Now, it being allow'd, That both Inward and 
Outward Holineſs are the tated Conditions of Final 
Juſtification : What more can you defire, who have hi- 
therto oppoſed 7uſtification by Faith Alone, merely upon 
a Principle of Conſcience; becauſe you was zealous for 
Holineſs and Good Works? Do I not effectually ſecure 
theſe from Contempt, at the ſame Time that I defend 
the Doctrines of the Church? 1 not only allow, but 
vehemently contend, That None ſhall ever enter into 
Glory, who 1s not Holy on Earth, as well in Heart, as 
in all manner of Converſation. I cry aloud, Let all that 
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: have believ'd, be careful to maintain Good Works : And, 


Let every one that nameth the Name of CURIsT, depart 
from all Iniquity. I exhort even thoſe who are conſcious 
they do not believe, Cza/e to de evil, learn to ds avell. 
The Kingdom of Heawen is at hand; therefore, repent, 
and bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance. Are not 
theſe Directions the very ſame, in Subſtance, which 
you yourſelf would give to Perſons fo circumſtanced? — 

3. Many of thoſe who are perhaps as zealous of 
Good Works as you, think 1 have allow'd you too 
much —— Nay, my Brethren, but how can we help al- 
lowing it, if we allow the Scriptures to be from Gop ? 
For is it not written, and do not you yourſelves believe, 
Without Holineſs no Man fhall fre the LoD? And how 
then, without fighting about Words, can we deny, 
That Holineſs is a Condition of Final Acceptance? 
And as to the Firſt Acceptance or Pardon, does not all 
Experience as well as Scripture prove, That no Man 
ever yet Truly believed the Gojpecl, who did not firſt 
repent. —— Repentance therefore we cannot deny, to 
be neceſlarily previous: to Faith. Is it not equally un- 
deniable, That the running back into Wilful, known 
Sin (ſuppoſe it were Drunkenneſs or Uncleanneſs} ſtifles 
that Repentance or Conviction? And can that Repen- 
tance come to any good Iſiue in his Soul, who reſolves, 
Not to forgive his Brother? Or who obſtinately re- 
frains from what Gop convinces him is right, whether 
it be Prayer or Hearing his Word? Would you ſcruple 
yourſelf to tell one of theſe —— Unto him that hath jha!! 
be given : But from him that hath not, 1. e. uſes it not, 
fhall be taken even that which he bath.“ Wou'd you 
ſcruple to ſay this? —— But in ſaying this, you allow 
all which I have faid, v/z. That previous to juſtify ing 
Faith, there ut be Repentance, and if Opportunity 
permit, Fruzts miat for Repentance.”' 

And yet 1 allow you this, 'I'hat altho' both Re- 
pentance and the Fruits thereof arc in Sone Senſe necel- 
ſary before Juſtification, yet neither the one nor the 
other is neceſſary in the /me Senſe, or in the ſame 
Degree with Faith. Not in the /ame Degree; for in 
whatever Moment a Man believes, (in the Chriſtian 
Senſe of the Word) he is juſtified, his Sins are blotted 

B 3 ut, 
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eut, his Faith is counted to him for Righteouſneſs. But it 
is not ſo, at whatever Moment he repents, or brings 
forth any or all the Fruits of Repentance. Faith Alone 
therefore juſtifies; which Repentance alone does not; 
much Jeſs any Outward Work. And conſequently, 
none of theſe are neceſſary to Juſtification, in the /ame 
Degree with Faith. 

Nor in the /ame Senſe. For none of theſe has ſo 
Direct, Immediate a Relation to Juſtihcation as Faith. 
This is Proximately neceſlary thereto; Repentance, Re- 
motely, as it is neceſſary to the Increaſe or Continuance 
of Repentance. And even in this Senſe, theſe are only 
neceſſary on Suppoſition——1f there be Time and Op- 
portunity for them: For in many Inflances there is 
not; but Gop cuts ſhort his Work, and Faith prevents 
the Fruits of Repentance. So that the General Propo- 
ſition is not overthrown, but clearly eftabliſh'd by theſe 
Conceſſions; and we conclude ſtill That Faith 
Alone is the Proximate Condition of Juſlification.”” 

4. This is what I hold concerning Juſtification. I 


am next, briefly to obſerve what you object. JF 


Faith, ſay you, is the Sole Condition of Juſtification, then 
it is our Sole Duty. I deny the Conſequence. Faith 
may be (in the Senſe above deſcribed) the Sole Condi- 
tion of Juſtification, and yet not only Repentance be 
our Duty before, but all Obedience e. we believe. 

You go on. If * Good Works are not Conditions of 
our Fuſlifcation, they are not Conditions of our Final 
Salvation. I deny the Conſequence again. Good Works 
(properly ſo call'd) cannot be the Conditions of Juſtih- 
cation: Becauſe it is impoſſible to do any Good Work, 
before we are jultify'd. And yet notwithilanding, Good 
Works may be (and are) Conditions of Final Salvation. 
For who will ſay it is impoſſible to do any Good Work, 
before we are finally ſaved ? | 

You proceed. 3 Can ve be ſaved, in the contemptu- 
aus Neglect, of Repentance, Prayer, Fc.? No: nor juſtified 
neither; but while they are previous to Faith, theſe 
are not allow'd to be Good Forks. 
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You afterwards argue from my own Conceſſions, 
thus * Your Notion of True Stillneſs is, A patient 
evaiting upon GoD, by Lowlineſs, Meekneſs and Reſigna- 
tion, in all the Ways of his holy Laab, and the Works of 
his Commandments But how is it poſſible to reconcile 
to this the Poſition, That theſe Duties are not Conditions 
of our FJuflification? If we are juſtified without them, 
abe may be ſaved without them This Conſequence can- 
not be too often repeated. 

Let it be repeated ever ſo often, it is good for noth- 
ing. For, far other Qualifications are required, in 
order to our ſtanding before Gop in Glory, than were 
required in order to his giving us Faith and Pardon. 
In order to this, nothing is indi/pen/ably required, but 
Repentance, or Conviction of Sin. But in order to the 
other it is indiſpenſably required, That we be fully 
cleans'd from all din: That the very Gob of Peace ſanctify 


us, wholly, even 7% 5A*zAnev nwwv, our entire Body, 
Soul and Spirit. It is not neceſſary therefore (nor indeed 
poſſible) That we ſhould before Juſtification, patiently 
wait upon GoD, by Lowlineſs, Meekneſs and Refignation, 
iu all the Ways of his Holy Law. And yet it is neceſſary 
in the higheſt Degree, that we ſhould thus wait upon 
him er Juſtification. Otherwiſe, how ſhall we be 
meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light ? 

5. * Soon after you add, In the Paſſages laſt cited, 
you plead for the Neceſſity of a Good Life. But in others, 
the Force of your Principles ſhews itſelf —— An Anfever 
approv d by you is, My Heart is deſperately wicked. 
But I have no Doubt or Fear. I know my Saviour loves 
me and I love Him.“ Bath theſe Particulars are im- 
p2ffible, if the Scripture be true. 

You amaze me! ls it poſſible you ſhould be ignorant, 
That your oxvn Heart is deſperately wicked? Vet I dare 
not ſay, either that Gop does not love Jon; or that 
you do not love Him. 

b Again, You ſay © you deſcribed the State of thoſe 
evho have Forgiveneſs of Sins, but not a Clean Heart ; 


6. 2 Remarks, p. 29. d p. 30. 
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(Not in the , proper Senſe) Very true: But even 
then, they had Power over both Inward and Outward 
Corruptions: Far from being, as you ſuppoſe, ill wed- 
ded to their Vices, and reſolved to continue in them. 

In another Place, after having obſerv'd, that © Sin 
does remain in one that is juſtified, tho" it has not Domi- 
nion over him, you go on, But fear not, the' you have 
an Evil Heart; Yet à little while and you ſhall be endued 
evith Power from on pigh, Whereby ye may purify your- 
ſelves, even as be is pure. Sinners, if they believe 
this, may be quite ſecure, and imagine they hade nothing to 


fear, tho they continue in their Iniquities —— Fer Gop's 
ſake, Sir, ſpeak out IF they that hade an Evil Heart 
have not, who has reaſon to fear ? -— All who have 


not Dominion over Sin: All who continue in their Inigui- 
ties. You, for one, if any Sin has Dominion over you. 
If fo, I teſtify againſt you this Day, (And you will not 
be quite ſecure, if you believe me} The Wrath of GOD 
abideth on You! 

$ What do you mean by © Sin remains in one that is 
Tuftified?*” That he is guilty of any known, wilful, habi- 
tual Sin? — Judge by what has gone before [ 
mean the ſame as our Church means, by Sin remains 
in the Regenerate.“ 

6. You proceed to another Paſſage, which in the 
Journal ſtands thus.“ 

* After we had wander'd many Years, in the Nexw- 
Path of Salvation by Faith and Works, about two Years 
ago it pleaſed Gop, to ſhew us the Old Way, of Sal- 
dation by Faith only. And many ſoon taſted of his 
Salvation, being juſtified freely, having Peace with Gop, 
rejoicing in Hope of the Glory of Gop, and having his 
Lowe ſhed abroad in their Hearts.“ Thus I define what 
I mean by this Salvation, viz. Righteouſneſs and Peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.“ 

But you object, 4 Here you deny the Neceſſity of Geb 
Works, in order to Salvation I deny the Neceſſi- 
ty, nay Poſſibility, of Good Works as previous to this 
Salvation ; as previous to Faith or thoſe Fruits of Faith, 
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| Righteouſneſs and Peace and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


This is my real Sentiment, not a Slip of my Pen, neither 
any Proof of my Want of Accuracy. 

7. 1 1 fhall now, you ſay, confider the Account you 
give in this Fournal, of the Doctrine of Tuſtification. 

J will recite the whole, juſt as it ſtands, together 
with the Occaſion of it. 

** In z the Afternoon I was inform'd, How many 
who cannot, in Terms, deny it explain Juſtification 
by Faith, They ſay 1. Juſtification is zv-f9/4; the 
Fi-/?, in this Life, the Second, at the Laſt Day. 2. 
Both theſe are by Faith Alone, that is, by Objective 
Faith, or, by the Merits of ChrtsT which are the Ob- 
ject of our Faith. And this, they ſay, is all that Saint 
Pau! and the Church mean by, We are juſtified by Faith 
only. But they add, 3. We are not juſtify'd by Sub- 
jetive Faith Alone, that is, by the Faith which is in 
us. But Good Works alſo mult be added to this Faith, 
as a Joint Condition both of the V% and Second Juſti- 
fication. 

* In flat Oppoſition to this, I cannot but maintain 
(at lealt till I have a clearer Light) 1. That the Juſtin- 
cation which is ſpoken of by St. Paul to the Romans, 
and in our Articles, is not twofold. It is one and no 
more. It is the Preſent Remitiion of our Sins, or our 
Firlt Acceptance with Gop. 2. It is true, that the 
Merits of Cur1sT are the Sole Cauſe of this our Juſtifi- 
cation. But it is not true, that this is all which Saint 
Paul and our Church mean, by our being juſtified by 
Faith only: Neither is it true, That either St. Paul or 
the Church mean by Faith, the Merits of Cuz1sT. 
But 3. by our being juſtify'd by Faith only, both St. 
Paul and the Church mean, That the Condition of our 
Taſtification, is Faith Alone, and: not Good Works: 
inaſmuch as All Works done before Juſtification, have 
in them the Nature of Sin. Laſtly, That Faith which 
is the Sole Condition of Juſtification, is the Faith 
which is in us, by the Grace of Gop. It is a ure 
Truſt which a Man hath, that CyaisT hath loved him 
and died for Vim. 


© 
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8. To the Firſt of theſe Propoſitions You object, 
„That“ Juſtihcation is not only 'Twofold, but Mani 
fold. For a Man may poſſibly fin many times, and as 
many times be juſtihed or forgiven.”” 

J grant it. I grant allo, That Juſtification ſome 
times means, A State of Acceptance with Gop. But 
all this, does not in the leaſt affect my Aﬀertion, Thats 
* that Fuſtification which is ſpoken of, by St. Paul to 
the Romanus, and by our Church, in the 11th, 12th, 
and 1 3th Articles, is not Our Heguittad at the laſt Day, 
but the pre/ert Remifion of our Sins.“ 

You add, + Tou write in other Places % Va) 10 about 
this Matter, that 1 deſpain to find any Confiſtency = Once 
you hold A Degree of J Hing Faith, Hort of the Full 
Aſſurance / Fuith, the Abiding Witneſs of the Spirit, 
or the clear Perception that CHRIST abideth in him — And 
yet you afterwards ** warned all, Not to think they were 
juſtified, before they had à clear Aſſurance, That Gop 
had fergiven their Sins''——- What Difference there is 
between this Clear Aſſurance, And the former Full 
Aſſurance and Clear Perception, I know not. 

Let us go on Step by Step, and you will know. 
Once you bold A ©* Degree of Fuflify'ng Faith, ſhort of 
the fall Aſſurance / Faith, the Abiding Witneſs of the 
Stzrit, or the Clear Perception that Cuz15T abideth in 
him." And ſo I hold ſtill, and have done for ſome 
Years. And yet you afterwards warn'd all, Not to think 
they avere juſtified before they had a clear Aſſurance that 
Gop had forgiven their Sins —I did ſo - Mat Difference 
there is between this clear Aſſurance, and that full Aſſu- 
rance and clear Perception, I &zow not—Sir, I will tel] 
you. The one is, An A/zvrance that my Sins are for- 
given, Clear at firlt, but ſoon clouded with Doubt or 
Fear. The other is, ſuch a P/erophory or full Aſſurance 
that I am forgiven, and ſo clear a Perception, that 
CHRIST abideth in me; as utterly excludes all Doubt 
and Fear, and leaves them no Place, no not for an 
Hour. So that the Difference between them is as great 
as the Difference between the Light of the Morning 
and that of the Mid-day Sun. 


— 
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On the Second Propoſition you remark, 1. That 
| 1 ought to have ſeid, The Merits of CaR15T, are (not 
the Sole Cauſe, but) the Sole Meritorious Cauſe, of this 
2d. That St. Paul and the Church, bj 
Fuftifying Faith mean, Faith in the Goſpel and Merits 
of Cuntsr. The very thing: So I contend, in flat 
Oppoſition to thoſe, who ſay they mean, Only the 
Object of this Faith. | 

Upon the Third Propoſition, ** By our being juſtifi - 
ed by Faith only, both St. Paul and the Church mean, 
That the Condition of our Juſtification, is Faith Alone 
and not Good Works: You ſay, + Neither of them 
mean any fuch thing. You greatly Tong them, in aſcrib- 
ins fo miſchievs:s a Sentiment to them. Let me beg 
you, Sir, to have Patience, and calmly to conſider, 
1, Whar 1 mean by this Propoſition. Why ſhould you 
any longer run as uncertainly, and fight as one that 
beateth the Air? 2. What 1s advanced touching the 
Sentiments of the Church, in the Tract refer'd to above. 
Till vou have done this, it wou'd be mere Loſs of 
Time, to diſpute with you on this Head. 

f wave therefore, for the preſent, the Conſideration 
of Some of your following Pages. Only I cannot quite 
paſs over that (I believe, New) Aſſertion, I That 
2 1375 Article, intitled, 


O Works done before Juſtification 


Hoes not ſpeak of Works done before Juſtification, but of 
A or before Grace, which is a very different thing! — 
1 beſeech you, Sir, to conſider the 11th, 12th, and 
13th Articles, juſt as they lie, in one View. And 
you cannot but fee, That it is as abſolutely impoſſible 
do maintain that Propoſition, as it is to prove, that the 
11th and 12th Articles ſpeak not of Juſtification, but 
of ſome wery different thing. | 

10. Apainſt that Part of the 4th Propoſition, ©* Faith 
is a ſure Truſt which a Man hath, that Cuz1sT loved 
him and died for im: You object, {his Definition 


_—— 
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is abſt id; as it Suppoſes that ſuch a ſure Truſt can be in 
one, who does not repent of his Sins. I ſuppoſe quite 
the contrary, as I have declared over and over: Nor 
therefore. is there any {uch Danger as you apprehend. 

But you ſay, ¶ There is nothing diſ/inguiſhing enough in 
this, to point out the True Tuſtifying Faith. I grant it: 
Suppoſing a Man were to write a Book, and fay this of 
it, and no more. But did you ever ſee any Treatiſe of 
mine, wherein I faid this of Faith, and no more? No- 
thing whereby to diſtinguiſh True Faith from Falſe ? 
Touching this Journal, your own Quotations prove the 
contrary. Yea, and I every where inſiſt, That we are 
to diſtinguiſh them by heir Fruits, by Inward and Out- 
ward Righteouſneſs, by the Peace of Gov filling and rul- 
ing the Heart, and by Patient, Active Foy in the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

You conclude this Point; * I have now, Sir, ex- 
amined at lar ge your Account of Juſtification ; ; and I hope 
fully refuted the ſeveral Articles, in which you hade com- 
prized it We differ in our Judgment. I do not ap 
prehend, you have refuted any one Propoſition of the 
Four. You have indeed amended the ſecond, by ad- 
ding the Word Meritorious; for which I give you 
Thanks. 


17. You next give what you ſtile + The Chriſtian 
Scheme of Juſtification, and afterwards point out the 
Conſequences, which you apprehend to have attended 
the preaching Juſtification by Faith; the Third Point 
into which I was to inquire. 

You open the Cauſe thus: Þ The denying the Neceſſity 
, Good Works, as the Condition of Juſtification, direftly 
draws after it, or rather includes in it, all manner Y Lu- 
piety and Vice — It has often perplext and i the 
Minds of Men, and in the laſt Century occaſion'd great 
Confuſtons in this Nation Theſe are Points auhich are 
ever liable to Miſconſtructians and have ever yet been more 
or leſs attended with them. 72 it appears from what you 
have lately publiſh'd, That ſince you have freached the 
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Doctrine, it has had its old Conſequences, or rather Worſe 
ones: it has been more miſunde, ſtood, more perverted and 
abuſed than ever. 

The denying the Neceſſity of Good Works, as the Conditi- 
ons of Tuſtification, draws after it, or rather includes in 
it, all manner of Impicty and Vice, Here ſtands the 
Propoſition: But where is the Proof? Till that ap- 
pears, I ſimply ſay, /t docs not. 

It hos often perplext and diſturb d the Minds of Men. 
And ſo have many other Points in St. Paul's Epiſtles. 

But theſe are Points wwhich are ever liable to Miſcon- 
ftrnftions, and have ever yet, more or leſs, been attended 
with them And what Points of Revea/'d Religion 
are thoſe, which are not ever /iable ta MiſconſtruFions ? 
Or of what material Point can we ſay, that it 5as not 
ever yet, more or leſs, been attended ævith them? 

In the laſt Century it occaſioucd grent Confuſtons in this 
Nation It occaſioned? No; in ro wiſe. It is de- 
monſtrable, the Occaſions of thoſe Confuſions were 
quite of another kind. 


Anil it appears — Tat farce you hade preach'd the Dae 


trine, it has had its Old Canſeguences, or rather Worje. 
It has been more miſunderſtood, mare perverted and abuſed 
than ever What! Worſe Conſequences than Regzcide 
(which you ſay, was the Old one) and making our 
whole Land a Field of Bloc? Or has it been more per- 
verted and abuſed, than when (in your Account) it over- 
turn'd the whole Frame both of Church and State? 

12. Yougo on. F The Terms of the Goſpel are, Re- 
pentance toward GoD, and Faith toward our LoRD 
jEsUs CHRIST. But <vhen abe undervalue either of 
theſe Terms, ve involve the Conſciences of the Weak in 
Fatal Perplexities; wwe give a handle to others to juſtify 
their Impieties ; ave confirm the Enemies of Religion in 
their Prejudices. | 

All this I grant. But it affects not me. For I do not 
undervalue either Faith or Repentance. 

* Was not Irreligion and # ice already prevailing e- 
2ough in the Nation, but ave muſt-——throvw Snares in 
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People's Wav, and root out the Remains of Piety and 
Dewotion, in the Weak and Well-meaning ? That this has 
been the Caſe, your own Confeſſfons put beyond all Doubt. 
And you even now hold * teach the Principles from 
avhich theſe dangerous Conſeguences do plainly and directiy 
follow. 

Was not Ire Ligion and Vice already prev vailing enough 
(whether I have increaſed them, we will contider by 
and by) — but we muſt throw Spies in People's Il ay 
Gov forbid! My whole Lite is employ d, in tak- 
ing thoſe Snares out of People's Way, which the 
Worid and the Devil have thrown there --— Aud root 

out the Remains of Piety and Devotion, in the Weak and 
Well meaning? Of whom ſpeaketh the Prophet this? 
Of Hunſelf? or of ſome other Man? — Yoor oxvn Con- 
Feffions put this beyond all Deubt — What? That 7 root 
out the Remains of Piety and Devotion? Not fo. The 
Sum of them all (recited above) amounts to this and no 
more: That while my Brother and J were abſent 
from London, many weak Men were tainted with wrong 
Opinions; nio:! of whom we recover'd at our Return: 
But even thoſe who continued therein, did notwith- 

landing continue to live a Holier Life, than ever they 
did, before they heard us preach,” -—- Aud you pe 
norv held the Principles, from which theſe dangerous Con- 
SrqUENCES An plainly and directly folluau -—- But I know 
not where to find / 2 Conſequences Unleis it be in 
our Titlepage: The re indeed | read of he very fata! 
{ endency of Juſtification by Faith only, the Diviſions 
EY 5 Perplexities af the Methodiſts, and the many Errors 
"lating b5th 75 Faith and Practice, which las vou con— 
ive) "have 4 "ready ariſen among the/? blu. d P ople. 

However + you charitably belie de, 1 was not azvare of 
15 /e . at ft. No, nor am I vet: tho' 'tis 

'range I ſhould not, if they / naturally ſuccted that 
Dodrine will go a Step farther. 1 do not know, 
neither believe, That they ever did ſacceed that Dac- 
ins, Unleſs perhaps Accidentally; as they might have 
ſucceeded any Doctrine w hatſfoever. And till the con- 
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trary is proved, thoſe Conſequences cannot V, that 


theſe Principles are not True. 

13. Another Conſequence which you charge on my 
preaching Juſtification by Faith, 1s, The introducing 
the Errors of the Moramians. | Had the People, ſay you, 
gone on in a quiet and regular Practice of thur Duty, as 
moſt of them did before you deluded them, it aveuld have 
been impoſſible for the Moravian Terets, to bade preverl 'd 
among them But when they had been long and ofter 
uſed, to hear Good Works undervalued I cannot H on 
der — that they ſhould plunge into Nea Errors, —— Aud 
wax worſe and Worſe, 

This is One String of Miitakes, ad the People gone 
on, in a quiet and regular Practice of their Duty, ns moſ? 
of them did before you deluded them — Del. uded them ! 
Into what? Into the Love of Goo and all Mankind, 
and a zealous Care to keep his Commandments. I 
wou'd to Gov this Deluſion (if ſuch it is accounted) 
may ſpread to the four Corners of the Earth! But how 
did moſt of them go on Before they <vere thus deluded ! 
Four in five, by a moderate Computation? Even as 
other baptized Heathens; in the Works of the Devil, 
in all the Wrechleſsneſs of unclean living -— In à quiet 
and regular Practice of their Duty! - What Duty? The 
Duty of curſing and ſwearing? The Duty of Gluttony 
and Drunkenneſs? The Duty of Whoredom and Adul- 
tery? Or of beating one another, and any that came 
in their Way? In this, (not very gauict or regula-) 
Practice, did mot of thoſe go on before they heard us 
who have now put off the Old Man avith his Decds, and 
are Holy in all Manner of Converſation. 

Have theſe, think you, been long and often uſed, to 
hear Good Works undervalued ? Or, are they prepared for 


receiving the Moravian Errors, by the Knowledge and 


Love of Gop? O Sir, the Morawians know, if you 
do not, that there 1s no ſuch Barrier under Heaven, 
againſt their Tenets as thoſe very People, whom you 
ſuppoſe juſt prepared for receiving them. 
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But Complaints (you ſay) of their Errors, come d 
ill from You, becauſe You have occafion'd them. Nay, it 
it were ſo, for that very Cauſe, they ought to come 
from me. If I had vccafion'd an Evil, ſurely I am the 
very Perſon, who ought to remove it as far as I can: 
To recover, if poſſible, thoſe who are hurt already, 
and to caution others againit it. 

14. On ſome of thote Complaints (as you term 
them) you remark as follows : * Many of thoſe who 
pace Au, in whom they had believed (theſe are my 
Words) awere thrown into {die Reaſonings, and thereby 
filled avith Doutts and Fears. This, you add, it is 10 
be ff ar d, has been too much the Caſe of the Methoditts 
in general, — Accordingly aue find in this Journal, ſeveral 
Injiances not barely of Doubts and Fears, but of the moſt 
deſperate Deſpair. This is the Conſequence of refting jo 
much on Senfitle Impreſſions Bad Men may be led 
into Preſumption thereby : An Inſtance of which you give, 

. 66. 
4 That Inſtance will come in our Way again. Many 
of thoſe who once know in whom they had believed, were 
thrown (by the Antinomians) into Idle Reaſonings, and 
thereby fill'd with Doubts and Fears. This you fear, 
hes been the Caſe with the Methodiſts zn general. Yau 
mult mean (to make it a Parallel Caſe) © That the 
Generality of the People, now term'd Methodiſts, were 
True Believers till they heard us preach ; but evere 
thereby thrown into Idle Reaſoniugs, and filled wwith need- 
leſs Doubts and Fears. Exactly contrary to Truth in 
every Particular. For 1. they lived in open Sins, 74i// 
they heard us preach, and conſequently were no better 
Believers, than their Father, the Devil. 2. They were 
not then thrown into Ile Reaſonings, but into Serious 
Thought, how to flee from the Wrath to come. Nor 3. 
were they filled with Needle/s Doubts and Fears; but 


with ſuch as were Needſul in the higheſt Degree: Such 


as actually iſſued in Repentance toward Gop, and Faith 
in our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 

Accordingly wwe find in this Journal ſeveral Inſtances, 
of the moſt deſperate Deſpair : Pag. 24, 36, 63. 
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Then I am greatly miſtaken. But 1 will ſet down 
at Length the ſeveral Inſtances you refer to. 

Pag. 24. I was a little ſurpriz'd in going out of the 
Room, at one who catch'd hold of me, and ſaid ab- 
ruptly, I muſt ſpeak with you and will. I have 
ſinn'd againſt Light and againit Love.“ (N. B. She 
was ſoon after, if not at that very Time, a common 
Proſtitute) ** I have ſinn'd beyond Forgiveneſs. I have 
been curling you in my Heart, and blaſpheming Goo, 
ever ſince J came here. I am damn'd. I know kit. 
I feel it, I am in Hell. I have Hell in my Heart.“ 
J defired Two or Three who had Confidence in Gon, 
to join in crying to him on her Bchalf. Immediately 
that horrible Dread was taken away, and ſhe began to 
fee ſome Dawnings of Hope.“ 

Pag. 38. The Attention of all was ſoon fixt, on 
poor L -S . One fo violently and variouſly torn of 
the Evil one, did J never ſee before. Sometimes, ſhe 
laugh'd till almoſt firangied ; then broke out into Curſ- 
ing and Blaſpheming: then ſtamp'd and ſtruggled with 
incredible Strength, 1o that four or five could ſcarce 
hold her: Then cried out, O Eternity! Eternity. 
O that I had no Soul! O that 1 had never been born.“ 
At laſt ſhe faintly call'd on CH RISFH to help her. And 
the Violence of her Pangs ceas'd.”” 

(It ſhould be remembered, That from that Time to 
this, her Converſation has been as becometh the Got- 
pel.) 

Pag. 63. Thurfd. Dec. 25. [ met with ſuch a 
Cale, as I do not remember either to have known or 
heard ot before. L— S (the {ame Perſon) after ma- 
ny Years of Mourning (long before the heard of us) was 
filled with Peace and Joy in believing. In the midſt of 
this, without any diſcernible Cauſe, ſuch a Cloud ſud- 
denly overwhelm'd her, that ſhe could not believe her 
Sins were ever forgiven at all, nor that there was any 
ſuch thing as Forgiveneſs of Sins. She could not be- 
lieve, that the Scriptures were true, that there was any 
Heaven, or Hell, or Angel, or Spirit, or any Gov. 
One more I] have ſince found in the ſame State. (But 
obicrve, neither of theſe continued therein : Nor did I 
ever know one that did.) So ſure it is, That All Faith 
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is the Gift of God, which the Moment he with- 
draws, the Evil Heart of Unbelief will poiſon the 
whole Soul.“ 

Which of theſe is an Inſtance of the moſt deſperate 
Deſpair? Surely the mo/t Deſperate of any, yea, the 
only one which is properly ſaid to be Deſperate at all, 
is that which produces inſtant Self-Murther : Which 
cauſes a poor Wretch, by a Sin which he cannot repent 
of, to ruſh ſtreight thro' Death into Hell. But that 
was not the Caſe in any of theſe Inſtances; in all 
which we have already een the End of the Lorp. 

15. That I raiſe Separate Societies againſt the 
Church, is a Charge which I need not examine till the 
Evidence is produced. You next cite a Moravian's 
Worcs to me (an Eug liſbman join'd with the DMorawians) 
You have Eyes full of Adultery, and cannot ceaſe from 
Sin; You take upon you to guide unſtable Souls, and lead 
them in the Way of Damnation : And remark, This ts 
enly returning ſome of your own Treatment upon yourſelf. 
Here alſo you ſet the Pattern. At what Time and Place? 
When and where were /uch Abuſes as theſe thrown out by 
me, againſt our Univerſities, and againſt our Regular Clergy, 
not the highe/t or the worthieſt excepted? | am altoge- 
ther clear in this Matter, as often as it has been object- 
rd : Neither do I deſire to receive any other Treat- 
ment from the Clergy, than they have receiv'd from 
me to this Day. 

You have a Note at the Bottom of this Page which 
runs thus: See Page 71, 77, and 73, where ſome Me- 
thodiſts /aid, They had heard both your Brother and you 
many times preach Popery. 

Jam afraid, You advance here a Wilful Untruth, 
purely ad movendam Invidiam. For you cannot but 
know, 1. That there is not one Word of Preaching Po- 
pery, either in the 71ſt or 77th Page: And, 2. That 
when Mr. C. and two other Predeftinarians (as is relat- 
ed, pag. 73) affirm'd, They had heard both my Brother 
and me many times preach Popery, they meant neither 


* 
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more nor leſs thereby, than the Doctrine of Univerſal! 
Redemption. 

16. Tou proceed, * Kingſwood you call your own 
Houſe. And when one My. C. oppos'd yau there, you re- 
ply to bim, Yau fhauld not have ſupplanted me in my 
own Houſe, fealing the Hearts of the People — The Par- 
ochial Clergy may call their ſeveral Diſtricts their own 
Houſes, with much more Propriety than you could call 
Kingſwood Yours. Ard yet how haue you ſupplanted 
them therein, and labour d to Steal the Hearts of the Peo- 
ple — You have ſuffer'd by the ſame Ways you took ta dij- 
charge your Spleen and Malice againſt yaur Brethren. 

Your Brother's Words to Mr. C. are *« Whether his 
Doctrine is True or Falſe is not the Queſtion. But you 
ought firſt to hawe fairly told him, I preach contrary to 
you. Are you willing notwithſtanding, that TI ſhould con- 
tinue in your Houſe, gain ſaying you ? Shall I Hay 
here oppoſing you, or ſhall I depart ? Think you hear 
this ſpoken to you by us — What can you juſtly reply? 
Again, if Mr. C. had ſaid thus to yeu, and you had 
refuſed him leave to flay ; J aſe you, whether in ſuch a 
caſe, he would have had reaſon to reſent ſuch a Refuſal? 
I think you can't ſay he would, And yet hob loudly have 
you objected our refuſing our Pulpits to you! 

So you judge theſe to be exactly parallel Caſes. It lies 
therefore upon me to ſhew, That they are not parallel 
at all: That there is, in many reſpects, an eſſential 
Difference between them. 

1. King fewood you call your own Houſe, So I do, 
that is, the School-houſe there. For I bought the 
Ground where it ſtands, and paid for the Building it, 
partly from the Contribution of my Friends (One: of 
whom contributed Fifty Pounds) partly from the In- 
come of my own Fellowſhip. No Clergyman therefore. 
can call his Pariſh his own Houſe, with more Propriety 
than I can call this Houſe Mine. | 

2. Mr. C. oppoſed you there. True: But who was 
Mr. C? One I had ſent for, to aſiſt me there; a Friend 
that was as my own Soul ; that even while he oppoſed 


— 


* Remaiks, p. 15. 
me 


32 An Anſwer to the 


me lay in my Boſom. What Reſemblance then doe: 
Mr. C. thus oppoſing mne bear, to e oppoſing, (if 1 
really did) a Parochial Miniſter ? 

3. Tou ſaid to Mr. C. You fhould not have ſupplant- 
ed me in my Houſe, Stealiug the Hearts of the People. Yet 
you have ſupplanted the Clergy in their own Houſes What 
in the /ame manner as Mr. C. did me? Have I done to any 
of them, as He has done to me? You may as juſtly ſay, 
J have cut their Throats! — Stealing the Hearts of their 
People — Nor are theſe their People i in the /ame Sen/c 
wherein thoſe were mine, viz. Servants of the Devil 
brought thro' my Miniſtry, to be Servants and Chil- 


dren of God. un have ſuffered by the ſame Way: 


you took to diſtharge your Spleen and Malice againſt your 
Brethren To diſcharge your Spleen and Malice] Say, 
Your Muſkets and Blunderbuſſes. I have juſt as much 
to do with one as with the other. 

4. Your Brother ſaid to Mr. C. You ought to hare 
told my Brother fairly, [ pr each contrary to You. Ave 
you willing T ſhould continue in your Houſe, gainſaying vou? 
Shall I ſtay here oppoſing you, or Hall I dart? Think 
you hear this ſpoken to you by us — What can you juſtly 
reply ? I can juſtly reply, Sir, Mr. C.'s Cale to 
tally differs from Yours. Therefore it makes abſolutely 
nothing for Your Purpoſe.” 

17. A farther Conſequence (you think) of my 
preaching this Doctrine, is the * initiodut ing That of Abſc- 
lute Predeſtination. Aud avhenever theſe Errors, lay you, 
gain Ground, there can be ns enen, that Confuſion, Pre- 
flemption and Deſpair „Many weary hacking Lee, of all 
ewhich, you give us among your Followers, fhould be the 
Conſequences. —- You fiould by all means have ſpeciſied 
a few of thoſe Inſtances, or at leaſt, the Pages where 
they occur. Till this is done, I can look upon this 
Aſſertion, as no other than a Flouriſh of your Pen. 

To conclude this Head. You roundly afirm once 
for all, I The Grofſe/t Corruptions have ever followed tha 
fþr cading of this Tenet. The greateſt Heats and Animo/+- 
tics have been rais'd thereby, The wild? Errors have 
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been thus occaſioned. And in Proportion to it's getting 
Ground, it has never fail d ——to perplex the Weak, to 
harden the Wicked, and to pleaſe the Profane. Your Four- 
nal is a Proof, That theſe terrible Conſequences have of late 
prevaiPd, perhaps more than ever — Suppoſe that Jour- 
nal gives a true Account of Facts (which you ſeem not 
to deny) cou'd you find there no other Fruits of my 
preaching, than theſe terrible ones you here mention! 

O who ſo blind, as He that wv:// not ſee”” ? 

18, But that we may not ſtill talk at large, let us 
bring this Queſtion, into as narrow a Compals as poſſi- 
ble. Let us go no farther, as to Time, than Seven 
Years lait paſt; as to Place, than London and the Parts 
adjoining: as to Perſons, than you and me, Thomas 
Church, preaching One Doctrine, John Weſley the 
Other. Now then let us conſider with Meekneſs and 
Fear, What have been the Conſequences of each 
Doctrine: 

You have preach'd Juſtification by Faith and Works, 
at Batterſea and St. Ann's, Weſtminſter; While 1 
preach'd Tuftification by Faith Alone, near Moorfields, 
and at Shorts Gardens. I beſeech you then to conſider, 
in the Secret of your Heart, How many Sinners have 
you converted to Gop? By their Fruits we ſtrall know 
them. This is a plain Rule. By this Teſt let them be 
tried. How many Outwardly and Habitually Wicked 
Men, have you brought to uniform Habits of Outward 
Holineſs? Tis an awful Thought! Can you inſtance 
in a Hundred? In Fifty? In Twenty? In Ten? —If 
not, take heed unto Yourſelf and to Your Doa&rine. 
It cannot be, that both are right before Gov. 

Conſider now (I wou'd not ſpeak; but I dare not 
refrain) What have been the Conſequences of even my 
-preaching the other Doctrine? By the Fruits ſhall we 
know thoſe of whom I ſpeak : Even the Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, who at this Hour experience the Goſpel I 
preach, to be the Power of Gop unto Salvation. The 
habitual Drunkard, that was, is now Temperate in all 
Things. The Whoremonger, now flees Fornication. 
He that ſtole, ſteals no more, but works with his 
Hands. He that curſed or ſwore, perhaps at every 
Sentence, has now learned to ſerve the Lord with F 2 
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and rejoice unto him with Reverence. Thoſe formerly 


inſlaved to various Habits of Sin, are now brought to 
uniform Habits of Holineſs. Theſe are demonitrable 
Facts. I can name the Men, with their ſeveral Places 
of Abode. One of them was an avow'd Athei/t for 
many Years ; ſome were Fewws ; a conſiderable Num- 
ber Papi/?s : The greateſt Part of them as much Stran- 
gers to the Form, as to the Power of Godlinels. 

When you have weigh'd theſe Things touching the 
Conſequences of my preaching, on the one Hand, ( fome- 
what different from thoſe ſet down in your Remarks) and 
of your preaching on the Other, I wou'd earneſtly recom- 
mend the following Words to your deepeſt Conſidera- 
tion: Beware of Falſe Prophets; Ye ſhall know them 
by their Fruits, Do Men gather G, apes of Thorns, 01 
Figs of Thiftles ? Ewen ſo every Good Tree (every I rue 
Prophet or Teacher) bringeth for th Good Fruit- -- Every 
Tree that bringeth not for th good Fruit, is hewn d3Wn 
and caſt into the Fire. 


III. 1. Having ſpoke more 3 than J 4 d. 
on the Principle I Veld in common with the Morawians, I 
ſhall touch very briefly on d zho/e Errors (fo call'd ) 
which, you ſay, I Ho, more than Theirs 

* You name, as the Firſt, my holding, “that a © 
Man may have a Degree of Jullifying Faith, before he 
has, in the full, pr oper Senſe, a New, a Clear Heant. 

I have ſo often explained this, that I cannot throw 
away Time, in adding any more now: Only this, I'hat 
the Moment a Sinner is juſtified, his Heart 15 cleauſed in 
a /xw Degree. But yet he has not a Clean Heart, in 
the full, proper Senſe, till he is made Perfect in Love. 

2. An other Error you mention, is this % Doctrine 
of Perfection. To ſave you from a continued Ignoratio 
Elenchi, I wave diſputing on this Point alſo, till you 
are better acquainted with my real Sentiments. I have 
declared them on that Head again and again ; particu- 
larly in the Sermon on Chri/tian Perfefion. 

3. Into this Fallacy you plunge from the Beginning 


* 
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to the End, of what you ſpeak on my Third Error 
(ſo you term it) relating to the Loꝶxp's Super; confut- 
ing as mine, * Notions which I know not. I cannot 
think any farther Aniwer is ncedful here, than the bare 
Recital of my own Words. 

b «© Frid. June 27. I preached on Do this, in Re- 
membrance of me. 

It has been diligently taught among us, That none 
but thoſe who are cerverted, who hawe received the 
Holy Ghoſt, who are Believers in the full Seuſe, ought 
to communicate. 

But Experience ſhews the groſs Falſhood of that 
Aﬀertion, I hat the Loep's Supper is not a conwe! ting 
Ordinance. Ye are the Witneſſes. For many now 
preſent know, the very Beginning of your Conver/ion 
to Gon, (perhaps, in ſome the firſt, deep Conwidtion) 
was wrought at the Loxp's Supper. Now one ſingle 
Inſtance of this kind, overthrows that whole Afler- 
tion. 

* The Falſhood of the other Aſſertion appears both 
from Scripture -— Precept and Example. Our LoRp 
commanded thoſe very Men who were then anconderted, 
who had xt yet received the Holy Ghoſt, who (in the 
full Senſe of the Word) were not Believers, to do this in 
Remembrance of Him. Here the Precept is clear. And 
'0 theſe he deliver'd the Elements with his own Hands. 
Here is Example, equally 8 

Sat. 28. I ſhewed at large, 1. That the Loxp's 
Supper was ordain'd by Gop, to 4 a Means of convey- 

z to Men, either preve enting or juſtifying, Or ſandifying 
8 according to their ſeveral Neceſſities. 2. That 
the Perſons for whom it was ordain'd, are all thoſe 
who know and feel that they wart the Grace of Gon, 
either to re/train them from Sin, or to /rexw their Sins 


| 78 or to renew their Souls in the Image of Gop. 


That inaſmuch as we come to his Table, not to 


21 de him any Thing, but to receive whatſoever he ſees 


belt for us, there is zo previous Preparation indiſpenſably 


* Remarks, p. 50, 57. d Journal, p. 46, 47. 
neceſ- 


36 An Anſwer to the 


neceſſary ; but a Defire to receive whatſoever he pleaſes 
to give. And 4. That 2 Fitneſ is required at the 
Time of communicating, but @ Senſe of our State, of 
our utter Sinfulneſs and Helpleſsneſs: Every one who 
knows he is fit for Hell, being juſt ft to come to CurrsT, 
in this as well as all other Ways of his Appointment.” 

4. A Stcical Inſenſibility, you add, is the next 
Error 1 have to charge you wwith -- You ſay, The Ser- 
wants of GoD ſuffer nothing, and ſuppoſe, that wwe 
Ong bt to be here ſo free, as in the ſtrongeſi Pain, not once 

ts defire to have a Moment's Eaſe. 

At the End of one of your Hymns, you ſeem to carry this 
Notion, to the very Height of Extravagance and Preſump- 
tim, You ſay 


„ Doom, if Thou canſt, to endleſs Pains, 
« And drive me from thy Face.”” 


A Stoical Inſenfitility is the Next Error I have to charge 
you with — And how do you ſupport the Charge? Why 
thus — You ſay, Te Servants of Gov ſuffer nothing. 
And can you poſſibly miſunderftand theſe Words, if 
you read thoſe that immediately follow? © His Body 
was well nigh torn aſunder with Pain. But Gop made 
all his Bed in his Sickneſs. So that he was continually 
giving Thanks to Gop, and making his boaſt of his 
Praiſe.” 

You ſuppoſe, wwe ought to be ſo free, as in the flrongeſt 
Pain, not once to deſire to have a Moment's Eaſe—O Sir, 
with what Eyes did you read thoſe Words? 

+ © I dined with one who told me in all Simplicity, 
Sir, I thought laſt Week, there could be no ſuch Reſt 
as you deſcribe ; none in this World, wherein we ſhould 
be ſo free, as not to defire Eaſe in Pam. But Gop has 

taught me better: For on Friday and Saturday, when I 
was in the ſtrongeſt Pain, I never once had one Moment's 
Deſire of Eaſe, but only That the Will of Gop might 
be done. Do I ſay here, That eve ovght not, in the 
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eee Pain, once to deſire to haue a Moment's Eafe *— 
hat a frightful Diſtortion of my Words is this? What 
I fay is, A ſerious Perſon affirm'd to me, That 
Gop kept her for two Days in ſuch a State.“ And 
why not? Where is the Abſurdity ? 

At the End of One of your Hymns, you ſeem to carry this 
Notion, to the very Height of Extravagancy and Pre- 
ſumption. You ſay, 


«© Doom, if thou canſt, to endleſs Pains, 
And drive me from thy Face.“ 


© If Thou canſt'“ i. e. If thou canſ deny thyſelf, 
4 thou canſt forget to be gracious, if thou canſt ceaſe to 

e Truth and Love, So the Lines both preceding 
and following fix the Senſe. I ſee nothing of Stoical 
3 neither of Extravagancy or Preſumption in 
this. 

5. Your laſt Charge is, That I am guilty of Enthuſi- 
aſm to the higheſt Degree. Enthuſiaſm (you ſay) ts 
4 Falſe Perſuaſion of an Extraordinary Divine Aſſiſtance, 
which leads Men on to ſuch Conduct as is only to be juſtified 
by the Suppoſition of ſuch Aſſiſtance —— An Enthuſiaſt is 
then Sincere, but miſtaken. His Intentions are Good — but 
his Actions moſt abominable, Inſtead of making the Nord 
of God the Rule of his Actions, he follows only that Secret 
Impulſe which is ewing to a Warm Imagination Inſtend 
of judging of his Spiritual Eflate by the Improvement of his 
Heart he reſis only on Eætaſfes, &'c. He is very liable to 
err, as not conſidering things coolly and carefully. He is 
wery difficult to be convinced, by Reaſon and Argument, as 
he acts upon a ſuppoſed Principle ſuperior to it, the Direction 
of Gop's Spirit. Whoever oppoſes him is charged with re- 
jecłing the Spirit. His own Dreams muſt be regarded as 
Oracles. Whatever he docs, is to be accounted th? 
Wirk of Gop. Hence he talks in the Stile of Inſpir'd 
Perſons: And applies Scripture Phraſes to himſelf, <vithout 


attending to their Original Meaning, or once conſidering 


the Difference of Times and Circumſtances. 
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You have drawn, Sir, (in the main) a True Picture 
of an Euthuſiaſt. But it is no more like me, than T am 
like a Centaur, Yet you ſay, They are theſe very Things 
which Pave. been charged upon you, and which you could 
rever yet a:/prove: I will try for once; and to that end, 
wall go over theſe Articles, one by one. 

Enthuſiaſm 7s, 4 Falſe Perſuofion of an Extraordinary 
Divine A{iPance, which leads Men on to ſuch Conduct as 
ir only to % juſtified by the Suppofetion of ſuch Afitance-— 
Before this touches ne, You are to prove (which I con- 
ceive you have not done yet) That y Conduct is ſuch, 
48 is only to be juſtified by the Suppoſition of an Extra- 
ordinary Divine Aﬀiltance. An Enthuſioft is then ſin- 
ve, but miſl aten, That I am wiſtagen remains alſo to 
be proved —— H. Intentions are Good; but bis Action, 
nt Abeminable. Sometimes they are; yet not a/ways. 
For there may be Junnacent Madmen. But what Actions 
of Mine are moſt abominalle? I wait to learn. I- 
fend of making the Word cf Gon the Rule of his Actions, 
ve falloms anly bis Secret Impulſe. In the whole Com- 
paſs of Language, there is not a Propoſition, which 
leſs belongs to me than this. I have declared again and 
again, chat make the Word of Gop the Rule of all 
my Actions: And that I no more follow any Secret Im- 
priſe inſtead thereof, than I follow Mabemet or Can- 
fu CIS. 

* Not even a Word or Look 
Do I approve or own, 
But by the Model of thy Book, 
Ty Sacred Book alone.“ 


Inſtead Yad udging of his Spiritual Flats by the In: 
promt ment of his Heart, he reſis only on Extofe 77s Net- 
ther is this my Caſe. I reſt not on them at all. Nor did 
I ever experience Any, I do judge of my Spiritual Ef- 

tate by the Improvement of my Heart and the Tenor 
of my Life conjointly. He is very liable to err 80 
indeed I am. I find it every Day more and more. 
But I do not yet find, that this is owing to my want of 
conſidering Things coll and carefully. Perhaps you do 
nat know many Perſons (excuſe my Simplicity in 
ſpeaking it) who more carefully conſider every * 

they 
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they take. Vet I know, I am not cool or careful 
enough. May Go ſupply This and all my Wants! 
He is very difficult to be convinced, by Reaſon and Argu- 
vucnt, as he as upon g ſuppoſed Principle ſuperior to it, 


the Direction of GoD's Spirit I am very difficult to 
be convinced, by Dry Blows or Hard Names ; (both 
of which I have not wanted:) But not, by Reaſon and 
Argument. At leaſt that Difhculty cannot ſpring from. 
the Cauſe you mention. For I claim no other Direc- 
tion of Gop's Spirit, than is common to All Be- 
lievers. Whoever efpoſes him is charged with reeding the 
Spirit What, waoever oppoſes me, John Weſley ? 
Do I charge every ſuch Perſon with rejecting the Spirit? 
No more than I charge him with robving on the High- 
way. 1 cite you yourſelf, to confute your own Words. 


For do I charge you with rejecting the Spirit? His own. 


Dreams muſt be regarded as Oracles Whole? I deſire 
neither my Dreams nor my waking Thoughts, may be 
regarded at all, unleſs juſt ſo far as they agree with the 
Oracles of Gor. Whatever he dies is to be accounted 
the Work of Gov. You ſtrike quite wide of e itill, I 
never ſaid ſo of what I do. I never thought ſo. Vet J 
truſt what I do is pleaſing to Gov. Hence he Talks in 
the Stile of Inſpired Perſons. —— No otherwiſe inſpired, 
than you are, if you love Gop. And applies Scripture 
Phraſes to himſelf, without attending to their Origin 
Meaning, or once con/idering the Difference of Times and 
Circumſtances —— I am not conſcious of any thing like 
this. I apply no Scripture Phraſe either to mylelf or 
any other, without Carefully conſidering both their 
Original Meaning, and the Secondary Senſe, wherein 
(allowing for Different Times and Circumſtances) it 
may be applied to Ordinary Chriſtians, 

6. So much. for the Bulk of your Charge. But it 
concerns me likewiſe, to gather up the Fragments of it. 
You ſay, * We defire no more, than to try your Sentiments 
and Proceedings, by the Written Word —— Agreed. Be- 
gin when and where you pleaſe. Ve find there Good 
Works as ſtrongly inſiſted on as Faith ] do as ſtrongly. 
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infiſt on them as on Faith. But each in its own Order. 
We find all Railing, Ec. condemn'd therein — True; 
and ſo you may in all I write or preach. Ve are aſſured, 
that the doing what GoD commands, is the ſure Way of 
knowing, that wwe have received his Spirit ——- We A 
doubtleſs received it, if we love Cop (as he commands) 
with all our Heart, Mind, Soul and Strength: Aud not 
by any Senſible Impulſes or Feelings <rhatſoever Any 
Senſible Impulſes whatſoever ! Do you then exclude al 
Senfible Impulſes? Do you reje&t Inward Feelings toto 
genere? Then you reje& both the Lowe of Gop and of 
our Neighbour. For if theſe cannot be inwardly felt, 
nothing can. You reject all Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
For if we cannot be Ser/ible of this, it is no Joy at all, 
You reje& the Peace of God, which if it be not /t in 
the inmo/t Scul, is a Dream, a Notion, an empty Name. 
You therefore reject the Whole Inward Kingdom of God, 

that is, in Effect, the Whole Goſpel of Jesus CHRIST. 

You have therefore yourſelf abundantly ſhewn (what 
I do not z»/inuate, but proclaim on the Houſe-top ) 
That I am charged with Euthuſiaſin, for aſſerting the 
P;xver. (as well as the Form) of Godlineſs. 

7. You go on * The Character of the Enthuſiaf! above 
drawn, will fit, I believe, all ſuch of the Methedi/ts as 
can be thought ' fncer I believe not. I have tried it 
on One, and it fitted Him, juſt as Saul's Armour did 
David, However, a fexv Inflances of Enthuſiaſm, you 
undertake to ſhew in this very Journal. 

And firſt, You give us One (thete are your Words) of 
a Private Revelation, wvhich you ſeem to pay great Credit to. 
You partly relate this, and then remark, hat Enthu- 
ſiaſin is here? To repreſent the Corjefures of a Woman, 
auhoſe Brain ajpears to have been too much heated, as if 
they had been owing to a particular and miraculous Spirit 
of Prophecy? Deſcant, Sir, as you pleaſe on this Ex- 
thifiaſm; on the Credit I paid to this Private Revelation 
and my repreſenting the Compefures of this Brain-fick 
Woman, as owing to the miraculous Poxver of the Spirit 
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of God. And when you have done, I will deſire you 
to read that Paſſage once more: Where you will tnd 


my expreſs Words are (introducing this Account) ** Sux- 


day, 11, * I met with a furprizing Inſtance, of the 
Poaver of the Devil. Such was the Credit I paid to 
this Revelation! All which I aſcribe to the Spirit of 
God is, The enabling her to ſtrive againſt the Power of 
the Devil, and at length reſtoring Peace to her Soul. 

8. As a Second Inſtance of Enthuſiaſm, you cite 


thoſe Words, © + I expounded out of the Fulneſs 


which was given me.“ The Whole Sentence is, Out 


of the Fulneſs that was given me, I expounded thoſe 
Words of St. Paul (indeed of ev ery True Believer) 7 


mne to live is CHRIST, and to die is Gain. I mean, I 
had then a fuller, deeper Senſe of that Great 'Truth, 
than I erdinarily have. And I ſtill think it right, to 
aſcribe this, not to myſelf, but to the Giver of every 
Good and perfect Gift. 

You relate what follows as a Third | very aps aor- 
dinary Inſtance of Enthuſiaſm. © Tueſ. $ Feb. A 
left London. In the Atternoon I reach'd Oxford, _ 
leaving my Horſe there (for he was tired, and the 
Horſe-road exceeding bad, and my Buſineſs admitted 
of no Delay) ſet out on foot for Stanton-harcourt. The 
Night overtook me in about an Hour, accompanied 
knowing my Way, I cou'd not help ſaying in my 
Heart, "(tho' aſhamed of my Want of Reſignation to 
Gop's Will) O that thou would'ſt ay the Bottles of 
Heaven! Or at leaſt, give me Light or an Honet: 
Guide! Or ſome Help, in the Manner thou knoweſt! 
Preſently the Rain ceaſed : The Moon broke out, and 
a friendly Man overtook me, who ſet me on his own 
Horſe, and walk'd by my Side, till we came to Mr, 
Gambold's Door.“ 

Here you remark, JF y:u auculd not hade us look on 
this as Miraculous, there is nothing in it worthy of being 


-with heavy Rain. Being wet and weary, and not well 
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related ——Ft may be ſo; let it paſs then as a Trifle not 
worth relating: But ſtill it is no Proof of Enthuſiaſm. 
For { wou'd not haue jou look on it as Miraculous. I do 
not myſelf look upon it as ſuch; but as a Signal In- 
ſtance of Gop's Particular Providence over all thoſe 
who call upon him. 

9. I In the ſame Spirit of Enthuſiaſm (you go en, 
citing this as a Fourth Inftance) Yu deſcribe Heaven as 
executing Judgments, Immediate Puniſhments, en thoſe 
ah oppoſe you. Teu ſay ** Mr. Meolther way taken ill this 
Day. I believe it was the Hand of Gob that was upon 
Bim — J do. Put I do not ſay, as a Judgment from 
Gov, for oppoſing me. That Yo lay for me. Again, 
you tell us of ©* one <vho was exceeding angry, at thoſe who 
pretended to be in Fits; And wwas juſt going to kick one of 
them out of the Way, when She dropt down herſelf and 
avas in violent Agonies for an Hour —— And you ſay you 
Ii her under 4 Deep Senſe of the Juſt Judgment of 
- Gop So ſhe term'd it, and ſo I believe it was. But 
obſerve. Not for oppoſing me Again, you mention 
as an Aweful Providence, the Caſe of a poor Wretch, 
«obo was laſt Week Curſing and Blaſpheming, and had 
Boaſted to many, That he would come again on Sunday, 
and no Man ſhould ſtop his Mouth then (His Mouth was 
ſtopp'd before, in the midſt of the moſt horrid Blaſphe- 
mies, by aſking him, If He was Stronger than 
Gop?”') But on Fridav, Gop laid his hand upon him, 
and on Sunday he was buried” I do look on this, as 
a Manifett Judgment of Gop, on a harden'd Sinner, 
for his complicated Wickedneſs. Again, One 
being juſt going to beat his Wife, (which he frequently did} 
Gor /mete him in a Moment: So that his Hand dropp d, 
and he fell down upon the Ground, having no more 
Strength than à new-born Child — And can you, Sir, 
confider this, as one of the Common Diſpenſations of Pro- 
wvidence? Have you known a Parallel one in your Life? 
But it was never cited by me, as it is by you, as an in- 
mediate Puniſt ment on a Man for ofpo/ing ze. You have 
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no Authority from any Sentence or Word of mine, for 
putting ſuch a Conſtruction upon it: No more than you 
have for that ſtrange Intimation (How remote both from 
Juſtice and Charity!) That I parallel theſe Caſes, with 
thoſe of Ananias and Sapphira, or of Elymas the Sar- 
cerer ] 

10. You proceed to what you account a 5th inſtance of 
Enthuſiaſm. * Vith regard to People's falling in Fits, it 
is plain, you look upon bath the Diſorders and the Removals 
of them to be Supernatural —It is not quite plain. 1 look 
upon ſome of theſe Caſes as wholly Natural : On the 
reſt, as Mixt; both the Diſorder and the Removal be- 
ing partly Natural and partly not. Six of theſe you 
pick out from, it may be, Two. Hundred, and add 
From all which you leave no room to dzubt, that you 
evould hade theſe Caſes conſidered, as thoſe of the Demoni- 
acks in the New Teſtament ; in order, I ſupps/e, to paral- 
tel your ſuppoſed Cures of them, with the higheſt Miracles 
of CHRIST and his Diſciples. I ſhould once have 
wonder'd at your making ſuch a Suppoſition : But I 
now wonder at nothing of this kind — Only be pleas'd 
to remember, Till this Suppoſition is made good, it is 
no Confirmation at all of my Enthuſiaſm. 

You then attempt to account for thoſe Fits, by 
Obftrutions or Irregularitizs of the Blood and Spirits; 
Hyſterical Diſorder ; Watchings, Faſtings; Cloſenſs of 
Rooms, great Crowds, violent Heat. And laſtly, by 
Terrors, Perplexitics and Doubts, in awveak and ⁊cell- 
mearing Men; which, you think, in many of the Caſes 
before us, have quite overſet their Underſtandings. 

As to each of the reit, let it go as far as it can go. 
But I require Proof of the laſt Way whereby you wou'd 
account for theſe Diſorders. Why, The In/kances, Y ou ſay, 
F Religious Madneſs, have much increas'd ſince you began 
to diſturb the World * ] doubt the Fact. Altho' if theſe 
Inftances had increas'd lately, *tis eaſy to account for 
them another Way. Moft hade heard of or known ſeve- 
ral if the Methodills thus driven to Diſtraction — Y ou 
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may have heard of five hundred. But how many have 
you &#zown ? Bè pleas'd to name eight or ten of them. 
I cannot find them, no not one of them to this Day, 
either Man, Woman or Child. I find ſome indeed, 


whom Ton told, They wou'd be diſtrated, if they con- 


tinued to follow theſe Men: And whom at that Time, 
you threw into much Doubt and Terror and Perplexity. 
But tho' they did continue to hear them ever ſince, 
they are not diſtracted yet. 

As for I the Abilities, Learning and Experience of Dr. 
M, if you are perſonally acquainted with him, 
You do well to teſtify them. But if not, permit me to 
remind you of the Old Advice, 


Dualem commendes, etiam atg ; etiam aſpice; ne mox 
Incutiant aliena tibi Peccata Pudorem. 


In endeavouring to account for the People's Reco- 
very from thoſe Diſorders you ſay, I [hall not diſpute 
how far Prayer may have naturally a Good Effet (Nay, 
I am perſuaded, you will not diſpute but it may have 
Supernatural Good Effects alſo.) However, there is no 
need, of ſuppoſing theſe Recoveries Miraculous Who 
affirms there is? I have ſet down, the Facts juſt as they 
were, paſſing no Judgment upon them mylelf, (conſe- 
quently here is no Foundation for the Charge of Enthu- 
fiaſm, ) and leaving every Man elſe to judge as he 
pleaſes. 

11. The next Paſſage you quote as a Proof of my 
Enthufiaſm, taking the whole together runs thus: Af- 


ter “ communicating at Sr. James's, our Pariſh Church, 


J viſited ſeveral of the Sick. Moſt of them were ill of 
the ſpotted Fever, which they inform'd me, had been 
extremely mortal, few Perſons recovering from it. But 
Gop had ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt thou come. | believe there 
was not one with whom we were, but recover'd''— 

On which you comment thus; Here is indeed no Intima- 
tion of any thing Miraculous No! Not ſo much as 
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ave an Intimation! Then, why is this cited as an Inſtance 
2M. of my Enthuſiaſm? Why, You ſeem to deſire to have it 
ay, believed, that an Extraordinary Bleſſing attended your 
ed, Prayers: whereas, 1 believe they would not have failed 
on- of an equal Bleſſing and Succeſs, had they had the Pray- 
ne, ers of their own Pariſh Miniſters. -— I believe, this 
ty. Argument will have Extraordinary Succeſs, if it con- 
ce, vince any one, that I am an Entbaſtaſt. 

12. You add, I fall give but one Account more, 
Or. and this is, what you give of yourſelf. The Sum whereof 
m, is, © At two ſeveral times, being ill and in violent 


to Pain, I pray'd to Gop and found Immediate Eaſe.“ 
I did ſo. I aſſert the Fact ſtill. Now if theſe (you ſay) 
are not Miraculous Cures, all this is rank Enthuſiaſm. 
I will put your Argument in Form: 
He that believes thoſe ate Miraculous Cures which 
are not ſo, is a Rank Enthuſiaſt : 


0 But you believe thoſe to be Miraculous Cures which 
le are not ſo: 
N. Therefore, you are a rank Enthuſiaſt. 
ve Before I anſwer, I muſt know, What you mean by 
2 Miraculous? If you term every thing ſo, which is mot 
0 ſerictly accountable for, by the Ordinary Courſe of Natural 
'Y Cauſes; Then I deny the latter Part of the Minor Pro- 
e- poſition. And unleſs you can make this Good, unleſs 
1 you can prove the Effects in queſtion; are ſtrictly ac- 
U countable for, by the Ordinary Courſe of Natural Cauſ- 
es, your Argument is nothing worth. | 
* You conclude this Head with, + Can you work Mira- 
fe „ Ces All your preſent Pretences to the Spirit, till they 
ly are proved by Miracles, cannot be excuſed, or acquitted 
ff from Enthuſiaſm. | 
N My ſhort Anſwer is this: I pretend to the Spirit juſt 
It ſo far, as is eſſential to a State of Salvation. And can- 
e not I be acquitted from Enthuſiaſm, till I prove by Mira- 
Is cles, that I am in a State of Salvation? 
be 13. We now draw to a Period. The | Conſequences of 
AS Methodiſm (you ſay) i. e. of our Preaching this Doctrine, 
* * Remarks, p. 72. f p. 73. 7. 75 
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which have hitherto appear d, are bad enough to induce + 
yon to leave it. It has in fact introduced many Diſorders, 


Enthuſiaſm, Antinomianiſm, Calviniſm, a Neglect and 
Contempt of GoD's Ordinances, and almoſt all ether 
Duties. 

That whenever Gon revives his Work upon Earth, 


many Tares will ſpring 1h with the Wheat, both the 


Word of God gives us ground to expect, and the Ex- 
perience of all Ages. But where, Sir, have you been, 
that you have heard of the Tares only! And that you 
rank among the Conſequences of »zy Preaching, A Neg- 
te and Contempt of GoD's Ordinances, and almoſt of all 
Duties? Does not the very reverſe appear, at / ondon, 
at Briſiol, at Kingſword, at Newcaſtle? In every one 
of which Places, Multitudes of thoſe (I am able to 
name the Perſons) who before lived in a thorough Neg- 
lect and Contempt, of Gop's Ordinances and all "Duties, 
do now zealouſly diſcharge their Duties to Gop and 
Man, and walk in all his Ordinances blamelefs. 

And as to thoſe Drunkards, Whoremongers and 
other Servants of the Devil, as they were before, who 
heard us a while and then fell to the Calwinifts or Mora- 
wians: Are they not even now in a far better State, 
than they were before they heard us? Admit they are 
in Error, yea and die therein, yet who dares affirm, 
They will periſh everlaſtingly? But had they died 
in thoſe Sins, we are ſure they had fallen into he Fire 
that never ſhall be quenched. 

J hope, Sir, You will rejoice in conſidering this, 
How much their Gain ſtill outweighs their Lots: As 
well as in finding the Sentiments you could not reconcile 
together, clearly and conſiſtently explain'd, I am very 
willing to conſider whatever farther You have to offer. 
May Gow give us both a Right Judgment 1 in all things! 
Jam perſuaded you will readily join in this Prayer with 


Reverend Sir, 


Four Servant fir CuRIsT's Sake, 


Briſſol, Feb. 2. 
As 
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